
Category: Grammar 
Capitalization 

	   1	  

Name: 
 

Date:  

Directions: Read the notes, annotate/highlight the most important information, 
analyze the exemplar, and complete the practice. 
	  

Resource Binder 
G.1 

 
Definition of Vivid Verbs:  
Words should be capitalized to show their 
importance or the distinction between two 
different sentences.  

ü See the “Steps” below for specific times 
when you should capitalize words.  

 
Steps:  
 

When Should I Capitalize? 
1. Capitalize the first word of a sentence. 

Ex: She went to Nashville Prep today. 
2. Capitalize the first word in a quotation.  
Barack Obama said, “My daughters are in middle school in Washington DC.” 
3. Capitalize the title of a person. 
My father is the Chairman of Ingram Industries.  
4. Capitalize a region ONLY when it describes part of the country. 
I am from the Northwest part of the United States. 
5. Capitalize proper nouns. 
My mom’s name is Penny and my dad’s name is Glen. 
6. Do NOT capitalize seasons.  
I will never capitalize the seasons: fall, summer, winter, or spring.  
7. Capitalize names of relatives when they are used as a proper noun. (If 
confused, put the name Fred in place and see if it makes sense in the sentence. 
If it does, capitalize. If it doesn’t make sense, don’t capitalize.   
It’s so challenging to make excellent cookies, but Mom can do it better than 
anyone! 
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Important Information:  
ü It’s just as important to remember when not to capitalize. Look at rules 6 

and 7!  
 
Exemplar:  
 
Capitalize Craze: 
 
Incorrect Capitalization: 
it is so difficult to hear president smyth talk about the changes to the school 
building because she talks so softly, just like my Mom. I think it’s hard to hear 
in an outdoor theater when the wind is blowing a cool Fall breeze.   
 
Correct Capitalization:  
It is so difficult to hear President Smyth talk about the changes to the school 
building because she talks so softly, just like my mom. I think it’s hard to hear 
in an outdoor theater when the wind is blowing a cool fall breeze.   
 
Practice:  
 
Directions: Re-Write the following sentences ensuring all of the words are capitalized 
correctly.    
    
1. It’s the Spring! my favorite season of the year. Johnay said, “it is going to be 
a long Spring; I can’t wait.”     
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. why would mom ever want to go to the grocery store alone?  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
	  
	  
	  


