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Unit Introduction  
 
The goal of this unit is to align writing content with social studies world religions content with the 
end goal of writing a 5-paragraph essay about a religious controversy. This is a three-week unit that 
heavily emphasizes research skills. Students spend the first week researching, understanding their 
topics, analyzing the reliability of sources, and learning about paraphrasing/ plagiarism. Students 
spend the second week drafting their essays. The third week is spent revising the essay. By the end 
of the unit, students should be comfortable with the idea of making claims, supporting their claims 
with reasons and evidence, and ultimately drafting an essay. This unit can be used with 7th graders 
at any level. The two topic choices differ in complexity.   
 
Unit Goals and Objectives 
 
Goals: 

• Students will understand the purpose of persuasion.  
• Students will be able to research a topic and make claims based on knowledge attained.   
• Students will be able to make a claim about a topic and support it with reasons and evidence 

with the end goal of persuasion.  
• Students will be comfortable annotating a text for Aristotle’s appeals. 
• Students will internalize the value of their writing both through submission and publication.  

 
Objectives: 

• SWBAT define "thesis"  
• SWBAT draw conclusions based on the text and background knowledge 
• SWBAT craft a clearly stated thesis or topic sentence: a purpose or controlling idea 
• SWBAT logically organize ideas to assert and support the main idea 
• SWBAT inform the reader's understanding of key ideas with evidence 
• SWBAT define paraphrasing and plagiarism and identify the importance of citing valid and 

reliable sources. 
• SWBAT research a topic with teacher guidance (may be a class topic) 
• SWBAT utilize available technology (e.g., word processors) and/or strategies (e.g. note 

cards) to gather information from sources at students' disposal 
• SWBAT use information to form opinions and draw conclusions 
• SWBAT organize information based on reliability and relevance to topic 
• SWBAT practice use the persuasive strategy of emotion. 
• SWBAT practice use the persuasive strategy of facts and statistics. 
• SWBAT organize essay or letter into at least 3 paragraphs, each with a strong topic sentence 

and supporting details 
• SWBAT properly document electronic and print sources 

	  

 
 

 



Truslow 

 
 

4 

Lesson Plans 
 

Lesson Plan 1 
 
Lesson Plan:  Introduction to Persuasive Writing  
 
Estimated Time of Lesson Plan:  70 Minutes  Grade/Subject: 7th Grade Writing Composition 
 
Organization of Student Learning:  Whole Class  
 
Learning Objectives and Assessment:  
Objective 2: SWBAT draw 
conclusions based on the text 
and background knowledge.  

Standard: NP.7.WC.3.3 Assessment: Students will 
active read articles annotating 
usable evidence.   

Objective 1: SWBAT 
experiment with different 
types of evidence and details 
 

Standard: NP.7.WC.3.5  Assessment: Students will 
create an outline arguing that 
genetics should or should not 
be manipulated before birth.    

 
Key Questions: 
 

• In what circumstances does a writer need to convince an audience of their perspective?  
• Why does annotating an article help you plan out an outline to create a piece of persuasive 

writing?  
• What is a claim? Why is it crucial to have a claim when persuading an audience? 
• What are the appeals (big names, pathos, logos)? Why do you need to use each type of 

appeal in your writing? 
• What is the purpose of outlining your argument, reasons of support, and the evidence you 

will use?  
 
Materials and Resources:   
Teacher Needs: Laptop with directions, projector, conferencing workbooks, annotated lesson plan, 
class materials from previous days for absent students. 
Student Needs: Student laptop, writing binder, and handout.  
 
Set:  (Initiating Activity/Questions) 

• Would you believe just anyone telling you that candy bars are a healthy and efficient 
alternative to traditional cafeteria food? Take 20 seconds of think time to determine who or 
what could convince you that it is true?  

• Yesterday, you began an investigation into Mayor Dean’s decision to take away traditional, 
hot cafeteria food. Today, we’re going to analyze his argument to determine if it has the 
characteristics of a strong persuasive argument.  

• By the end of the day today, you will be able to analyze an argument to determine if it is 
credible based on the claim and evidence, even if it is an absurd argument.  
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Instruction:  (Lesson Presentation Steps)  
 
Teaching/ Instructional Process: 
Time Breakdown: 
5 Minutes: Mayor Dean Review 
4 Minutes: Review of Persuasion  

• The teacher will begin by instructing students to take out their packet from the previous day 
with their answers to the Mayor Dean Case. 

• The teacher will cold call students to answer the questions about Mayor Dean’s argument 
that candy bars are an appropriate substitute for traditional cafeteria food.  

o Students should correct or embellish their answers during the review.   
• After the review, the teacher should review the toolbox of persuasion.  

o Begin by asking students, “When should you use the toolbox of persuasion?”  
§ Answer: In a persuasive essay as evidence to support a claim.  

o Then ask, “What do you think is the most effective tool of persuasion and why?” 
§ Students should turn and talk with their neighbor for 30 seconds and discuss 

their answer. 
§ Review as a whole class.  

o Then, cold call students to read the definitions of persuasion as a review.  
 
Guided Practice: 
Time Breakdown: 
10 Minutes: Read and annotate China’s One Child Policy  
10 Minutes: Go through the article questions as a class  

• The teacher then transitions to reading the article entitled, “The Economics of China’s One-
Child Policy.”  

o Teacher should cold call a student to read the steps to “Active Read” an article. 
o Then, teacher should read the first paragraph and follow the directions to annotate 

big names, pathos, and logos.  
o Teacher should cold call a student to review the steps to annotating an article. 
o Then, teacher gives students ten minutes to continue reading the article on their own. 
o Teacher should circulate during the ten-minute period to ensure that students are 

annotating correctly and should correct misunderstandings.   
• After the 10-minute period, teacher should tell students we will use the information learned 

in the article to answer the questions about the tools of persuasion. 
o Go through each question one at a time and ask for hands to answer the questions. 

§ During the review, write the answers under the document camera so the 
students can efficiently copy the responses.   

• Before asking for the answers to these questions, remind students of 
the definition of each type of persuasion. 

• Spend one-minute reviewing/answering each question.  
o Three extra minutes are built in as flex time during the review. 

 
Independent Practice:    
Time Breakdown: 
2 Minutes: Introduction to Independent Practice 
30 Minutes: Independent Practice  
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• Move down to Section C in the Class Materials. Cold call a student to read the “Wait a 
Minute” paragraph, which explains how the exercise is becoming more complex.  

• After a student has read the Wait a Minute, give students 10 seconds of think time to answer 
the question, “Think of a time when you had to convince someone of something you didn’t 
believe in.” 

o Then, ask 1-2 students to describe what they had to explain. 
• After, explain to students they will read two articles that have different claims about whether 

or not parents should be able to choose the gender of their child.  
o The teacher should explain this is a topic they have begun learning about in science 

class. 
• Teacher should instruct students to active read both articles.  

o Then, below the articles, students will have to outline a persuasive argument 
(including evidence) for both the pro and con of the argument.  

• During the 30 minute independent practice, the teacher should: 
o Not take hands for the first five minutes to ensure that students are trying it on their 

own first.  
o Circulate and note students who are struggling to understand the directions, are 

moving slowly, or are completing the work incorrectly.  
 
 
Closure: 
Time Breakdown: 
4 Minutes: Exit Ticket 

• After the designated independent practice time, pull scholars back together to for the 
transition to their exit ticket. 

• Ask students to take out a piece of paper and answer the following question: 
o Write a definition for the following terms and explain how each term is useful in a 

persuasive argument: Big Names, Pathos, Logos.  
 
Assignment: 
Students receive a weeklong packet with skills that spiral together. Students begin by reading a 
mentor text, answering questions about the writing of the mentor text, practicing a specific skill, and 
doing a shorter writing composition.  
 
Class Materials (below): 
The packet included below should be in the back of the Revolution Lab for students to pick up as 
they enter the room.  
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Class Materials 1 
 
 
Note to Scholars: Do not skip any sections. Read all directions. You are in CHARGE 
of your LEARNING. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WRITING PROCESS: 

Pre-Writing 
 

Part A: Mayor Dean Review 
Directions: We will begin by reviewing Mayor Dean’s argument that candy bars 
should replace cafeteria food. Take out your packet from yesterday.   
Time: 10 Minutes   

 

As we break down Mayor Dean’s argument, correct your answers on your 
packet from yesterday.    

 
Part B: Toolbox of Persuasion 

Directions: In Social Studies, we’ve discussed population growth. Read the article 
below about the One Child Policy in China and use your persuasive toolbox notes 
to answer the questions below.    
Time: 25 Minutes   
 

October 25, 2013 
TODAY’s AGENDA: 

*Analyze Mayor Dean’s 
Argument 

*China’s 1 Child Policy 
*Genetics: Persuasion 

Both Ways 
 
 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [1]: I’m	  a	  little	  concerned	  about	  
doing	  this	  in	  the	  Alabama/	  UNC	  class,	  but	  
want	  to	  find	  a	  way	  to	  review	  the	  elements	  of	  
persuasion	  before	  we	  move	  forward	  to	  
more	  complex	  strategies.	  	  
	  
I	  will	  have	  circulated	  the	  day	  before	  and	  
looked	  for	  exceptional	  answers	  but	  have	  
moved	  the	  review	  to	  this	  lesson	  for	  time	  and	  
as	  a	  way	  to	  review.	  	  
	  
We	  will	  go	  through	  the	  answers	  to	  each	  
question.	  Then,	  Ss	  will	  move	  on	  to	  Section	  B	  
on	  their	  own.	  
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Tools of Persuasion 
Big Names Important people who make your argument 

convincing.  
Ex: In a brief on education, President Obama said 
it is imperative to limit school to five days per week 
because of funding.  

Logos Facts and numbers. AKA statistics or 
evidence.  
Ex: A study conducted at Stanford University 
indicated that students needs two full days of rest 
after five days of learning.  

Pathos Getting people to feel a certain way through 
your writing: happy, sad, mad 
Ex: Take JoAnna for example. She studies twelve 
hours a day, works a part time job, and takes care 
of her little brother. She needs at least two days off.    

 
 
 
 

Active read the article below. 
1. Circle Big Names 
2. Underline Logos 

3. Put a start next to Pathos 
 

 
 
China’s one-child policy effectively slows population growth. 
Since its introduction in the late 1970s to control China's 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [2]: Annotate	  the	  first	  
paragraph	  together.	  Then,	  Ss	  will	  have	  20	  
minutes	  to	  complete	  Part	  B	  on	  their	  own.	  	  

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [3]: Claim	  
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rapid population growth, policymakers have carved out some 
exceptions to the rule, including a provision that allows 
rural residents to have a second child if the first was a 
girl. 
But for hundreds of millions of Chinese, the one-child policy 
remains a powerful force in their daily lives. Couples who 
violate the rule face heavy financial penalties, and the 
deterrent has proved strong enough to drive fertility rates 
lower in China. The slowdown in birth rates is especially 
true in major cities like Shanghai. 
 
Efforts to enforce the policy have also spawned a huge 
bureaucracy, with officials from the family planning agency 
stationed in towns and villages across the country. 
Demographic results have been dramatic. China's work force 
shrank last year for the first time in decades, and that 
trend is likely to continue. 
 
Qinwei Wang and Gareth Leather, analysts at Capital 
Economics, wrote this week that a higher birth rate "will not 
provide a solution to the worsening demographic outlook in 
the coming decade." 
 
For one, even if birth rates were to increase, it would take 
15 years -- or more -- for those children to enter the labor 
force. Wang and Leather also point to evidence that a 
swelling labor force added less than a percentage point to 
average economic growth over the past two decades. 
 
In addition, surveys conducted in China suggest that many 
residents, and especially those who live in cities, are not 
particularly anxious to have more children. Overall, Wang and 
Leather think the impact of a policy change will be 
"relatively small." 
 
"The main reason why we expect growth to slow over the coming 
decades is not that the labor force will soon start to shrink 
but that the pace of productivity growth is likely to slow, 
as the room for catch-up with richer economies diminishes," 
the economists said. 
China policymakers face what is perhaps a more pressing 
problem at the other end of the age spectrum. 
 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [4]: Logos	  

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [5]: Logos	  

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [6]: Big	  Names	  
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China currently has more than 185 million citizens over the 
age of 60. The elderly now account for around 12% of China's 
population, a figure that is predicted to swell to 34% by 
2050. 
 
According to a recent study, large numbers of the elderly are 
living before the poverty line and suffering from physical 
problems or depression. With millions more Chinese scheduled 
to leave the workforce in the near future, social services 
could become even more strained as the still-developing 
country seeks to reform its economy. 
 
1. What is Riley’s (author) claim? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Who are the Big Names that Riley uses in his argument? (They may not be specific 
people, but can be well-known groups of people).  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Copy down two different examples of logos that Riley uses in his argument. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Why does logos strengthen an argument? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [7]: This	  figure	  could	  throw	  
some	  students	  off.	  This	  information	  isn’t	  
directly	  relevant	  to	  the	  argument.	  	  
	  
*Clarify	  misunderstanding	  here.	  	  
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5. Copy down a sentence that shows an example of pathos.  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Why does pathos strengthen a persuasive argument?  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Part C: Crafting Your Own Arguments 
Directions: In science, you are going to begin discussing gene selection. Active 
read the article below. Then, create a persuasive outline of how you would 
convince someone for and against gender selection.      
Time: 25 Minutes   
 

Wait a Minute! 
You don’t always have the privilege of writing for what you believe 
in. Writing for or against an issue is an important college skill. 

Before you begin writing, you have to organized your information to 
ensure you have a claim, reasons, and your tools of persuasion. It’s 

important to practice writing for and against an argument. 
 

Masters of Persuasion like Barack Obama, Mr. G., and Bill Clinton 
practice persuading both sides of a claim. 

 
 

 
Should parents be allowed to select the gender 
of their child? 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [8]: Read	  aloud	  as	  a	  class.	  	  
	  
Ask	  students	  to	  take	  10	  seconds	  to	  think	  
about	  a	  time	  they	  had	  to	  convince	  someone	  
of	  something	  they	  didn’t	  believe	  in.	  	  
Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [9]: Elicit	  prior	  knowledge.	  
How	  is	  the	  gender	  of	  a	  baby	  determined?	  
Genetics	  &	  Chromosomes	  	  
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Active read the article below.  
1. Circle Big Names  
2. Underline Logos  

3. Put a start next to Pathos  
 

 
 
As I’ve researched and discussed questions around reproductive 
technologies, I have, of course, developed opinions, one of which 
is that it is unethical for fertility clinics to offer gender-
selection services for nonmedical purposes. 
 
In the U.S., fertility clinics are largely allowed to do whatever 
technology allows them to do, so long as clients are willing and 
able to pay for it.  Anecdotal evidence and clinical data indicate 
that a growing number of prospective parents are willing to pay to 
have a baby of their desired gender. 
 
There are two different techniques whereby couples can attempt 
gender selection: Microsort, a sperm-sorting technique, allows 
clinicians to sort X-bearing and Y-bearing sperm, and then use the 
sperm with the desired chromosome to inseminate the mother-to-be. 
A more accurate, but also more invasive and expensive technique 
for gender selection is preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD). 
PGD was developed as a way to screen for fatal or debilitating 
genetic disorders at the embryonic stage; my own experience with 
reproductive technology involved using PGD to try to avoid passing 
my genetic bone disorder on to my children. Many American clinics, 
however, now offer PGD as a way for couples to choose their baby’s 
gender by choosing only fertilized eggs of the desired gender for 
implantation in the mother’s uterus. 
 
The United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia all ban the use of PGD 
for gender selection for nonmedical purposes.  
 
In the U.S., the growing use of technology to bear a child of a 
particular gender is driven by two different populations. 
Immigrant families from countries such as India and China use the 
technology to ensure the birth of the much-wanted boy child. Some 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [10]: You	  are	  going	  to	  read	  two	  
articles	  that	  have	  different	  claims.	  Active	  
read	  the	  articles	  using	  these	  guidelines	  like	  
we	  did	  for	  the	  one	  child	  policy	  article.	  	  
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U.S. fertility clinics have a history of advertising gender-
selection services in foreign language newspapers targeting these 
cultures.  
 
The other population utilizing gender-selection technology are 
couples with one or more sons, in which the wife has an intense 
longing for a daughter. Jasmeet Sidhu, in her Slate article “How 
to Buy a Daughter,” profiled Megan Simpson, who used PGD to have a 
girl after having three boys: “[Simpson] had grown up in a family 
of four sisters. She liked sewing, baking, and doing hair and 
makeup. She hoped one day to share these interests with a little 
girl whom she could dress in pink.” Simpson uses highly emotional 
language in telling her story. After initially using sperm-sorting 
to become pregnant with her third baby, she “lay in bed and cried 
for weeks” upon discovering that she was pregnant with another 
boy.  
 
 

 
 
Leading scientists who made breakthroughs in genetics and 
fertility have demanded that Britain end its ban on couples 
choosing the sex of IVF babies. 
 
James Watson, the Nobel Prize-winning DNA pioneer, and Professor 
Robert Edwards, who helped create the first test-tube baby in 
1978, said couples should be allowed the right to select the 
gender of their offspring. 
 
Dr Watson, who co-discovered the DNA double helix in 1953, said 
that the current ban amounted to a "pathetic" attempt to control 
people's lives. Professor Edwards said that sex selection was 
justified for couples who simply wanted to ensure their families 
had both boys and girls. "For serious family balancing I have no 
objection at all," Professor Edwards said. 
 
However, many fertility clinics in America offer the choice of 
whether to implant male or female embryos into the womb. 
 
"It is a perfectly valid thing to do," Dr Watson said. "Some women 
just desperately want daughters. Let them have them. 
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If given the choice, some couples would prefer either a boy or a 
girl for non-medical reasons. In the West this is primarily for 
family balancing where one sex is chosen to complement the sex of 
existing children in the family. 
 
 

Claim: Parents should be allowed to select the gender of their 
child. 
Determine 3 reasons to support your claim. Use the texts to determine these 
reasons.  
You must be able to support your reasons with evidence. Include evidence to support 
your reason in the tables below.  

 
 

Reason 1  
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Evidence Table 
Pathos  

 
 
 
 

Logos  
 
 
 
 
 

Big Names  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reason 2  
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Evidence Table 
Pathos  

 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [11]: Give	  students	  10	  minutes	  
of	  reading	  time.	  Then,	  pull	  them	  back	  to	  the	  
front	  and	  model	  how	  to	  determine	  a	  reason	  
and	  find	  evidence	  in	  the	  text.	  	  
	  
This	  modeling	  will	  take	  about	  10	  minutes.	  	  
	  
Reason:	  People	  are	  using	  the	  technology	  
because	  they	  want	  a	  female	  in	  their	  family.	  
	  
Evidence:	  Remind	  students	  that	  they	  don’t	  
need	  to	  fill	  in	  every	  category	  for	  every	  reason	  
but	  they	  must	  have	  at	  least	  one	  piece	  of	  
evidence	  for	  every	  reason.	  	  
	  
Pathos:	  After initially using 
sperm-sorting to become 
pregnant with her third baby, 
she “lay in bed and cried for 
weeks”	  	  
	  
Logos:	  Anecdotal evidence and 
clinical data indicate that a 
growing number of prospective 
parents are willing to pay to 
have a baby of their desired 
gender.	  
	  
Big Names:  The United Kingdom, 
Canada, and Australia all ban 
the use of PGD for gender 
selection for nonmedical 
purposes.  
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Logos  
 
 
 
 
 

Big Names  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reason 3 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Evidence Table 
Pathos  

 
 
 
 

Logos  
 
 
 
 
 

Big Names  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Claim: Parents should not be allowed to select the gender of 
their child. 

Determine 3 reasons to support your claim. Use the texts to determine these 
reasons.  
You must be able to support your reasons with evidence. Include evidence to support 
your reason in the tables below.  
 

Reason 1  
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Evidence Table 
Pathos  

 
 
 
 

Logos  
 
 
 
 
 

Big Names  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reason 2  
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Evidence Table 
Pathos  

 
 
 
 

Logos  
 
 
 
 
 

Big Names  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reason 3 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Evidence Table 
Pathos  

 
 
 
 

Logos  
 
 
 
 
 

Big Names  
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Lesson Plan 2 
 

Lesson Plan:  Lesson #2/ Introduction to Persuasive Topics   
 
Estimated Time of Lesson Plan:  55 Minutes Grade/Subject: Writing Composition/ 7th 
Grade  
 
Organization of Student Learning:  Whole Class  
 
Learning Objectives and Assessment:  
Objective 1: SWBAT to 
define persuasion and tactics 
of persuasion.  

Standard:  
NP.7.WC.0.0 

Assessment: Short answer 
questions about persuasive 
tactics 

Objective 2: SWBAT 
research a topic with teacher 
guidance (may be a class 
topic) 

Standard:  
NP.7.WC.3.13 
 

Assessment: Topic Choice 
Exit Ticket 

Objective 3: SWBAT 
consider the possible 
positions on the topic 

Standard: 
NP.7.WC.3.14 
 

Assessment: Topic Choice 
Exit Ticket 

 
Key Questions: 

• Why is it important to be capable of persuading others that your opinion is correct? 
• What do you think is the best way to convince someone that your argument is valid?  
• When have you made a claim about something you believed to be true? 
• How do you decide which position to take in an argument? Do you ever do research 

beforehand?  
 
Materials and Resources:  (Teacher and Student Needs) 
Teacher Needs: Project, document camera, annotated teacher packet.  
Student Needs: Class materials, case file of articles, writing binder, pen/pencil. 
 
Set:  (Initiating Activity/Questions) 

• Think about your own religion. What do other people think about your religion? How do other 
people perceive your religion? If you aren’t religious, what do people think about you choosing not 
to practice a religion?   

• Religions often face controversies because they have devout followers and people are really invested 
in their doctrines.  

• What religious controversies are you aware of?  
o Elicit ideas and responses from students regarding what they know about religious 

controversies.  
• People will try to persuade you about religious controversies. They will try to tell you that a certain 

religion is in the right. Today, we’re going to examine two religious controversies and you will have 
the opportunity to make a claim and support it with evidence.   

o By the end of class today, you will have learned in-depth about two religious controversies. 
You will be able to make a claim about one of these controversies and will have an idea of 
how you can support that claim with evidence.  
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Instruction:  
 
Teaching/ Instructional Process 

• After the set/ hook, the teacher will direct students to track the front screen. A TED 
Education talk should be set up on the projector.  

o Teacher should say, “We’re going to start today by watching a video to remind 
ourselves what the appeals are and how we can use them in our arguments.” 

o http://ed.ted.com/lessons/what-aristotle-and-joshua-bell-can-teach-us-about-
persuasion-conor-neill This video is an overview of the appeals told through the 
story of Joshua Bell.   

o As students watch this video, they should take notes in the appropriate box in the 
class materials.  

• Then, students should spend four minutes answering the questions about the video. Put a 
timer under the document camera so students know how much time they have. 

o Facilitate a three-minute discussion about the video and student reflections.  
§ Focus on the elements of persuasion: big names, pathos, and logos. 
§ Then, transition to talk about Joshua Bell. How does this case show the 

impact of persuasive techniques?   
 
Guided Practice/Independent Practice: 

• After the discussion, the teacher should say, “Now it’s time to transition to reading about the 
two topics that we are deciding between for our persuasive essay on World Religions.”    

o The two topics deal with Judaism and Islam.  
o In Islam, women often wear hijabs on their heads wherever they go. In France and 

other countries, schools have banned public displays of religious affiliations.  
o In Israel, a country made up largely of Jewish people, everyone is required to join the 

military and serve for at least two years. However, some specific groups can receive 
exemptions from this rule. For example, Orthodox, or conservative Jewish people, 
were previously exempted from military service.  

o Today, you’re going to explore both these religions and these controversies.  
§ You will read each text, answer questions about the controversies, and 

ultimately decide on the controversy you want to write about.  
§ For Blooms Taxonomy evaluation, see the annotations in the Class Materials 

next to the questions.  
• Teacher should then CFU for directions and let students begin working.     
• After 30 minutes, teacher should pull students back together and review selected questions. 

o The questions that should be reviewed most heavily are the questions about the 
controversies so students are well acquainted with the topics.  

 
Closure: 

• With 8 minutes of class left, students should begin “Section D,” which is ostensibly the Exit Ticket.  
• They will make their topic selection after reading about the religions, controversies, and reflection 

questions.  
• After 5 minutes of work time, students should rip and flow their exit tickets.  

o Making the choice requires a justification where students are required to reflect on their 
learning and make a personal connection to their topic selection.   

 
Assignment: 
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Students receive a weeklong packet with skills that spiral together. Students begin by reading a 
mentor text, answering questions about the writing of the mentor text, practicing a specific skill, and 
doing a shorter writing composition.  
 
Class Materials (below): 
The packet included below should be in the back of the Revolution Lab for students to pick up as 
they enter the room.  
 
Blooms Taxonomy Evaluation: 
The goal of this lesson is for students to independently learn about the religions and associated 
controversies. The video is a reminder of the elements of persuasion. The two questions about the 
video follow Blooms Taxonomy by first asking students to identify what elements of persuasion are 
missing (see annotated class materials). Then, students have to evaluate to assess why all elements 
of persuasion are imperative. Moving into guided practice, students learn about two different 
religions, the controversies within those religions, and then answer a series of questions about the 
religions and controversies. The questions are scaffolded along Blooms Taxonomy, first asking 
factual recall and basic understanding questions (remembering) and moving along the pyramid to 
evaluation questions when students must defend a possible claim. The readings indicate that 
Blooms Taxonomy should reach the three domains of learning: cognitive, affective, and 
psychomotor. The goal of this lesson is to focus on the cognitive with the questioning in the class 
materials, but impact the affective mode of learning with the content students are reflecting on. The 
World Religions topics require students to receive and respond to phenomena. Students must listen 
to others to understand the models of other religions and in turn understand their core beliefs. By 
targeting the affective and cognitive domain of learning, this lesson aims to use scaffolded modes of 
questioning with topics that force scholars to reflect on their own belief system.    
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Class Materials 2 
 
Note to Scholars: Do not skip any sections. Read all directions. You are in CHARGE 

of your LEARNING. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WRITING PROCESS: 

Pre-Writing 
 

Part A: TED Talk 
Directions: Watch the TED talk. Take notes while we watch the video. Then, answer 
the questions below.  
Time: 5 Minutes  

 

November 1, 2013 
TODAY’s AGENDA: 

* Purpose of Persuasion 
*Islam + Judaism 

Introduction 
* Topic Choice 

 
 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [12]: Today,	  we’re	  starting	  our	  
persuasive	  essay	  on	  world	  religions.	  We’re	  
first	  going	  to	  think	  about	  the	  purpose	  of	  
persuasion.	  Then,	  we	  will	  choose	  our	  topics.	  
This	  is	  another	  three	  week	  project,	  so	  it’s	  
imperative	  to	  have	  a	  strong	  day	  today	  and	  
make	  informed	  choices	  about	  your	  essay	  
topic.	  	  	  
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Video Notes: 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. What elements of persuasion were missing from Joshua’s performance in the 
subway?  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [13]: http://ed.ted.com/lesson
s/what-‐aristotle-‐and-‐joshua-‐bell-‐can-‐teach-‐
us-‐about-‐persuasion-‐conor-‐neill	  
	  
5	  Minute	  Video	  about	  the	  Violinist	  Joshua	  
Bell	  and	  what	  he	  can	  teach	  us	  about	  the	  
importance	  of	  Aristotle’s	  3	  elements	  of	  
persuasion.	  

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [14]: Tell	  Ss	  they	  can	  take	  
notes	  here	  when	  watching	  the	  video.	  

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [15]: Ethos	  and	  Pathos	  	  
Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [16]: Blooms	  Taxonomy:	  
Applying	  
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. How does Joshua’s story exemplify the importance of using all the tool of 
persuasion we’ve discussed this week? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Part B: Topic Choices 
Directions: You have two topic choices for your persuasive essay on World 
Religions. You must active read both choices. At the end of this section, there are 
a series of reflection questions for you to answer.       
Time: 30 Minutes  

 
 

Choice 1: Islam 
Overview 

 
The religious faith of Islam, as it was practiced between 
about 650 and 1500 AD, was closely related to Judaism 
and Christianity. Like Jews and Christians, Muslims 
believed that there was only one God, whom they called 
'Allah'. Muslims believed that Moses and Jesus had both 
existed, and that they were important holy men, and 
that Mohammed was another in the same line, also holy. 
Many of the stories in the Koran are the same as the 
stories in the Judeo-Christian Bible. After the Islamic 
Empire was founded, many Muslims lived in the old 
Sassanian Empire, and a lot of old Zoroastrian beliefs 

also became common among Muslims. 
 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [17]: Watch	  the	  Video:	  5	  
Minutes	  
Answer	  Questions:	  4	  Minutes	  
Share	  out:	  3	  Minutes	  
	  
“Joshua’s	  story	  reminds	  us	  that	  as	  we	  
annotate	  articles,	  we	  cannot	  forger	  to	  find	  
and	  plan	  out	  the	  different	  tools	  of	  
persuasion	  as	  we	  are	  in	  the	  research	  phase.	  
For	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  period,	  you’re	  going	  to	  
research	  and	  determine	  your	  topic.	  As	  you	  
choose	  your	  topic,	  think	  about	  what	  you	  are	  
sure	  that	  you	  convince	  anyone	  in	  this	  room	  
about.	  	  	  
Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [18]: Blooms	  Taxonomy:	  
Evaluating	  

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [19]: The	  plan	  is	  for	  Ss	  to	  read	  
these	  on	  their	  own.	  I’ve	  tried	  to	  simplify	  the	  
information	  as	  much	  as	  possible.	  If	  scholars	  
are	  struggling,	  I	  can	  pull	  back	  whole	  group	  
for	  clarification.	  
	  
On	  Friday,	  I’m	  planning	  to	  take	  Ss	  on	  my	  
watchlist	  to	  small	  groups	  in	  the	  back	  of	  the	  
room	  to	  clarify	  the	  content.	  	  
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Muslims believed that if you did things which pleased Allah, you would have a good 
life on earth, and also a good life after you died. There were five main things Allah 
liked (the five pillars of Islam). 
 
Also, Allah totally forbade men or women to eat pork, or drink alcohol, or to make 
pictures of people. But the most important thing was that a good Muslim should 
worship only Allah, and no other gods. "There is no god but God," the Muslims said, 
"and Mohammed is His prophet." 
 

Controversy 
 

 Muslims, who are followers of Islam, view modesty as a 
central tenet of their religious practices. A hijab is a veil 
that covers the head and chest and is worn by Muslim 
women after the age of puberty in the presence of adult 
males. The Quran stresses modesty, but doesn’t explicitly 
require women to keep their heads covered. Some 
governments require women to wear the hijab, while other 
governments have banned it in public settings. In 2004, 

France passed a law that all religious symbols were banned in state schools. This 
included crucifixes, turbans, and hijabs. The government is considering a ban on hijabs 
in both the workplace and universities. France isn’t the only country that has banned 
hijabs in school. What do you think? Should hijabs be allowed in schools? 

Hijab= Headscarf 

 
 

Assignment 
After researching the informational articles on whether hijabs should be allowed 
in school, write a persuasive essay that argues your position on the whether they 
should be permitted. Support your position with evidence from your research. Be 
sure to acknowledge competing viewpoints.   
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Choice 2: Judaism 

 
Overview 

 
Judaism is the oldest of the world's four biggest monotheistic 
religions (religions with only one god). It's also the smallest, 
with only about 12 million followers around the world. 
 
Jewish history begins with the covenant established between 
God and Abraham around 1812 BC (over 3,800 years ago), 
during the Bronze Age, in the Middle East. 
 
The Torah (Jewish Law), the primary document of Judaism, 

was given to the Jews by the Prophet Moses about 3,300 years ago. Abraham is the 
father of the Jewish people. Jews see Abraham as a symbol of trusting and obeying 
God. Abraham is also important to followers of Christianity and of Islam. 
 
The story of Abraham is told in the Book of Genesis (the first book of the Hebrew 
and Christian Bibles) in chapters 12-25. 
 
There are large Jewish populations in Israel and the U.S. 
 
What historians know about the early history of the Israelites is based on accounts 
from the Bible. In many ways, the Bible is in fact a history book for this civilization. 
 
According to the Bible, Israel owes its beginnings to a man by the name of Abraham. 
Abraham lived in Mesopotamia in the city of Ur around 1900 B.C. Abraham was 
apparently a wealthy merchant with a large household consisting of his family and 
servants. 
 
Abraham’s religion was revolutionary compared to other religions of the day. Most 
religions of that time period believed in the worship of multiple deities. Abraham 
and his followers believed in just one all-powerful God whom they referred to as 
Yahweh. 
 
Abraham and his followers eventually left Ur to found a new civilization in the land 
of Canaan. Canaan was among the most fertile lands in the region, and was coveted 
by farmers for the ease of growing crops. 
 
For the next two generations the Israelites lived in Canaan in relative peace. 
Abraham’s grandson, whose name was Jacob, was the father of 12 sons. Each of 
these sons grew to become leaders over their own tribe. These tribes became known 
as the 12 tribes of Israel. 
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Controversy 

 
 In Israel, all citizens are conscripted when they turn 18. 
Conscription means that everyone is required to join the 
army; it is mandatory service. The Defense Service Law 
requires that citizens serve two to three years in Israel’s 
military. The conscription law is very different than most 
countries. For example, most countries like the United 
States ask for volunteers to join the military except during 

wartime. Some portions of the population sought exceptions to this military service and 
found different ways to contribute to Israeli society. In 2013, the Supreme Court in 
Israel decided that Orthodox (who follow the original Jewish traditions) were no longer 
exempted from military service. The Orthodox population in Israel has continued to 
grow, so has the need for more soldiers. The Orthodox population doesn’t feel that 
serving as a soldier supports their religious beliefs. What do you think? Should 
Orthodox Jews be required to serve in the military, even if it violates their religious 
beliefs?  

 
Assignment 

After researching the informational articles on whether Orthodox Jews should be 
required to serve in the military, write a persuasive essay that argues your 
position. Support your position with evidence from your research. Be sure to 
acknowledge competing viewpoints.   

 
Part C: Be Intentional about Your Choice 

Directions: When choosing a topic to write about, it’s imperative that you 
understand the context of the topic and the topic itself. Before you make a 
choice, answer the questions below that will guide you to your choice.   
Time: 20 Minutes  

 
ISLAM QUESTIONS 

 
1. Who is the central god in Islam? Is it a monotheistic or polytheistic religion? 
(Think back to our Social Studies class).  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What is the Koran and why is it the holiest text for the Islamic faith? 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [20]: Blooms	  Taxonomy:	  
Remembering	  	  

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
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Remembering/	  Understanding	  
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Why it is imperative for women to wear a hijab, according to Muslims? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Based on what you currently know, do you think Hijabs should be allowed in 
schools? Why or why not? Cite evidence from the articles in Section B.   
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

JUDAISM QUESTIONS 
 
5. What is the primary document of Judaism?  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Who is the father of Judaism and where is his story told? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. When was Israel founded? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [22]: Blooms	  Taxonomy:	  
Remembering	  and	  Understanding	  	  
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8. Write down 3-5 sentences about what you know about modern-day Israel. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Make a prediction. Why do you think Israel requires citizens to join the military? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. Based on what you know, do you think Orthodox Jews should be exempted from 
the mandatory service law?   
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Part D: Make the Choice 
Directions: Answer the questions below indicating to Ms. Truslow which topic you 
have chosen and why you chose it.  
Time: 5 Minutes  

 
1. Circle your topic choice.  
 

A. Islam: Hajibs 
 

B. Judaism: Mandatory Army Service in Israel 
 
2. Why did you choose this topic? What about this topic is interesting to you? 
Persuade Ms. Truslow you are interested enough in this topic to write an essay 
about it. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [27]: Blooms	  Taxonomy:	  
Applying	  
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What claim do you plan to make about your topic? Are you for or against the topic? 
Example: Hijabs should be allowed in schools. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [32]: Blooms	  Taxonomy:	  
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Lesson Plan 3 
 

Lesson Plan: Lesson 3/ Analyzing Articles for Persuasive Essay  
 
Estimated Time of Lesson Plan: 55 Minutes Grade/Subject: 7th Grade Writing Comp. 
 
Organization of Student Learning: Whole class, small group, individual work   
 
Learning Objectives and Assessment:  
Objective 1:  
SWBAT organize 
information based on 
reliability and relevance to 
topic 

Standard:  
NP.7.WC.3.19 
 

Assessment:   
Exit ticket on reliability of 
each source.  

Objective 2:  
SWBAT research a topic 
with teacher guidance (may 
be a class topic) 

Standard: 
NP.7.WC.3.13 
 

Assessment: 
Purpose of persuasion activity 
at the beginning of class/ 
informal interactions with 
students when they are 
reading their Case File.  

Objective 3:  
SWBAT select the most 
applicable and pertinent 
information to use as 
evidence to support the 
thesis 

Standard: 
NP.7.WC.3.21 
 

Assessment: 
Annotating pathos, logos, and 
big names in the Case File.  

 
Key Questions: 

• What does it mean for a source to be reliable?  
• Why must a writer use a reliable source when crafting a persuasive essay? 
• Where should a writer find the information for a persuasive essay? 
• How does a writer decide which evidence to select for inclusion in an essay? 
• Is research or writing more important in the process? Why? 

 
Materials and Resources:  (Teacher and Student Needs) 
Teacher Supplies: Annotated class materials, document camera, projector. 
Student Supplies: Case file, class materials packet, writing binder. 
 
Set:  (Initiating Activity/Questions) 

• Begin with the hook, “I have this friend James who is really unreliable. He tells me that we’re going 
to go to a restaurant and when I show up, he’s late and the restaurant is closed because he didn’t do 
research before. He often has ideas to go on trips, but never actually has a plan to get it done.” 

o My friend James is unreliable, like an unreliable source. An unreliable source jumps to 
conclusions without doing research or formulating their ideas. 

• Tell scholars that unreliable friends, like unreliable sources, are difficult to trust. An unreliable 
source presents information like it’s the truth, like my friend James when he took me to the 
restaurant, but you have to be careful of unreliable sources. 
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• Today, we’re going to assess the reliability of the sources we will use for our research papers. We 
need to determine if we can trust these sources. 

• We’ll also review our toolbox of persuasion and practice by annotating their articles with Pathos, 
Logos, and Big Names.  

• At the end of the lesson today, you will have your research ready for writing your articles and you 
will be able to determine if an article is reliable.    

 
Instruction:  
 
Teaching/ Instructional Process: 

• The teacher will Cold Call students to read the article about the purpose of persuasive that is in Part 
A of the class materials.  

• Then, the teacher should give students four minutes to answer the questions on their own. The 
teacher should circulate during the four minutes targeting students they know are struggling in their 
class.  

o The teacher should provide descriptive feedback to students who are struggling in the class.  
• When the timer goes off, the teacher should bring students back together and cold call students to 

review their answers and share out with the group.  
o The purpose of this do now is to both remind students of the different types of persuasion 

and the overall goals of persuasion. The teacher should push students in their answers to 
address these two overarching questions. 

• The teacher should indicate to students that we are transitioning to discuss the toolbox of persuasion.  
o Teacher should cold call students to read the three elements of persuasion. 
o Then, teacher should cold call another student to read the directions for active reading.  
o Afterwards, the teacher should place the Islam Case File under the Document Camera. The 

teacher should model with the first two paragraphs how to annotate.  
o Then, the teacher should ask for students to help in annotating the third paragraph. The 

teacher should cold call students after every sentence to ask if it is evidence and if so, what 
type of evidence?   

 
Guided/Independent Practice: 

• Teacher should tell students, “You have 25 minutes to read the case files on your own. If you have 
questions, ask your teacher. This is silent, independent work. You will see a few students who are 
working together in partners, but your job right now is to focus on your own learning.”  

o The teachers should circulate through the room during the 30 minutes. The teacher should 
have a list of students whose data shows they struggle and should target those students. 
Additionally, students who have excelled in the persuasive unit should be paired as peer 
tutors to work with the lowest students.  

• After the 25 minutes of reading time, pull students back together.  
o Cold call students to read the charts about reliability. 
o Then, give students 45 seconds to fill in another reliable/unreliable source.  
o Point students to the reliability tables they will fill in for each of their 3 sources. Cold call 

students to read the questions out loud and then give students 15 minutes to fill out the 
reliability tables. 

§ Continue to circulate to check in with students who are on your list of low mastery. 
Check in with shoulder partner pairs to ensure that the work time is productive.  

 
Closure: 

• At the end of class, the teacher should pull students back together whole group and ask, “We learned 
at the beginning of class that my friend James is unreliable, but we also learned today what it means 
for a source to be reliable.”  
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• Today, you assessed the reliability of three sources. I will grade your reliability test to ensure you’ve 
eliminated the correct source.  

• Ask scholars, “Should you use an unreliable source in your paper? Why or why not?” End the class 
with a brief conversation using these questions to highlight the importance of a reliability test.   

o Collect the class materials (not the case files) at the end of the period.  
 
Assignment: 
Students receive a weeklong packet with skills that spiral together. Students begin by reading a 
mentor text, answering questions about the writing of the mentor text, practicing a specific skill, and 
doing a shorter writing composition.  
 
Class Materials (below): 
There are three different packets below. The first two are the case files. Students can choose to write 
about the controversy dealing with Islam or Judaism. The class materials packet is included after the 
two case files.  
 
Differentiated Instruction: 
First, the course materials themselves are differentiated. Students should be assigned to a specific 
topic. The Lexile level of the “Islam Case File” is far lower than the Lexile Level of the “Judaism 
Case File.” Furthermore, students who traditionally excel at writing should be given the Judaism 
Case File because the controversy is far more complex and embedded within the Jewish faith. 
Tomlinson argues in Differentiated Instruction that differentiation must come from content, process, 
and products. For this persuasive writing unit, students will receive different content, but will go 
through the same process of researching and pre-writing and will ultimately produce a 5-paragraph 
persuasive essay. To differentiate within the process, students are either receiving a shoulder partner 
for assistance or targeted assistance from the teacher. At the beginning of the year, students in 
Writing Composition took a Diagnostic Exam where they had to write a Persuasive Essay, which is 
the data set for the formative assessment. On a daily basis within the persuasive unit, students are 
eliciting prior knowledge during their do now activities, which also serves as a formative 
assessment. The exit ticket, which is a summative assessment for reliability, also serves as a 
formative assessment in determining if scholars understand how to use evidence. From these 
assessments, remediation can occur before students begin writing. This persuasive unit is 
differentiated and each day builds on the other so remediation can occur immediately if students are 
struggling with one specific part of the process. Additionally, students should receive a large 
amount of descriptive feedback on every lesson they teach so they are prepared to make changes 
and revisions, which is one strategy for effective assessment. 
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Class Materials 3 
         
 

Islam Case File:  

 
 

Prompt: 
After researching the informational articles on whether hijabs should be allowed in school, write a 
persuasive essay that argues your position on the whether they should be permitted. Support your 

position with evidence from your research. Be sure to acknowledge competing viewpoints. 
 

Directions: Active read the articles. 
1. Circle Big names (Important People) 

2. Underline Logos (Facts and Numbers) 
3. Put a star next to Pathos (Getting people to feel a certain way) 

 

Article 1: 
 

                                              
 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
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Article 2: 
 

                               
Earlier this year, Amina signed up to accompany her nine-year-old 
daughter, Rabia, on a school trip to a museum. But when she 
arrived at the school, close to their house in Paris, she had an 
unpleasant surprise. 
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“The teacher told me that I was not allowed to go with the group 
unless I removed my headscarf,” the 35-year old says. “She said 
that I should respect that France is a secular society. She did 
not care when I said I have spent my whole life in France and I 
value my equality.” 

Amina, a tall, assertive woman, was forced to go back home, 
leaving her daughter to attend the trip in tears. 

It has been nearly a decade since France banned girls in state 
schools from wearing headscarves. 

The 2004 law also banned other religious symbols such as 
crucifixes and turbans, but the question of hijabs – described by 
one politician as a national “obsession” – is particularly 
charged. 

The ban applies only to state schools, but its effect is further 
reaching – for instance, mothers like Amina who are censured 
despite not being students of the school. 

The Socialist government is considering introducing a more far-
reaching ban on the hijab in the workplace and universities. In 
2011, the niqab (full face covering) was banned in public places, 
although it is only worn by around 2,000 women. 

The overall effect of this is that France’s five million-strong 
Muslim minority feels unfairly penalised. Certainly, Islamophobic 
incidents in France are becoming more common. 

The French Collective against Islamophobia (CCIF) reports that 
anti-Muslim attacks have nearly doubled, from 298 in 2011, to 469 
in 2012. Attacks increasingly target individuals – particularly 
women – over institutions, although the number of attacks on 
mosques also doubled, to 40. 

The tension exploded in July, when the Paris suburb of Trappes was 
hit by three days of rioting, after police carried out an identity 
check on a woman who was wearing a niqab in defiance of the ban. 

Campaigners say that tensions in the area were already high after 
a series of assaults on Muslim women. It was reported last week 
that a 16-year-old girl in Trappes tried to commit suicide after 
her headscarf was torn off by skinheads. The police response? To 
dispatch riot vans. What happened in Trappes was at the most 
extreme end of the spectrum, but daily humiliations, like that 
inflicted on Amina, are commonplace. 

“It is predominantly women who are discriminated against, because 
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the religious sign of a headscarf is so obvious,” says Elsa Ray, a 
project manager at CCIF. “It mostly takes the form of 
discrimination at work, and at school.” 

She describes the knock-on effect on aspirations. “Some Muslim 
women are resigned to the fact that no one is going to hire them, 
so they don’t study, they don’t look for a job.” 

Amina’s daughter Rabia returned from her school trip distressed, 
and has since told her mother that she wants to move to a 
different school. She says she doesn’t want to go to university 
because no one will accept her after she starts to wear a 
headscarf. 

“It hurts me that my daughter was made to feel that way,” says 
Amina. 

“She sees her mother humiliated in front of her classmates, and 
she feels humiliated. 

“It is like they are trying to erase us.” 

Article 3: 
 

 
WASHINGTON (CNN) -- The Justice Department announced Tuesday the 
government's civil rights lawyers have jumped into a legal case to 
support a Muslim girl's right to wear a head scarf in a public 
school. 

Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights Alex Acosta said 
government lawyers would support 11-year-old Nashala Hearn, a 
sixth-grade student who has sued the Muskogee, Oklahoma, Public 
School District for ordering her to remove her head scarf, or 
hijab, because it violated the dress code of the Benjamin Franklin 
Science Academy, which she attended. 
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The girl continued to wear her hijab to school and was 
subsequently suspended twice for doing so. The family appealed the 
suspensions, which were upheld by a district administrative 
hearing committee. 

Her parents filed suit against the Muskogee School District last 
October. 

"No student should be forced to choose between following her faith 
and enjoying the benefits of a public education," Acosta said in a 
statement accompanying the government's court filing. 

The Council on American-Islamic Relations praised the government's 
support in the case. 

"This moves comes in a time when the Muslim community feels like 
they are being singled out and their civil rights threatened," a 
statement from the group said. 

"The news also sends out a message to the international community, 
especially some European countries where the wearing of the head 
scarf is being banned, that America will defend its citizens' 
religious freedoms." 

With the move, the U.S. government takes a position directly 
opposite that taken by the government of France, which earlier 
this year banned Muslim head scarves in public schools. 

The dress code in the Muskogee schools prohibits students from 
wearing hats, caps, bandannas or jacket hoods inside school 
buildings. 

"We certainly respect local school systems' authority to set dress 
standards, and otherwise regulate their students, but such rules 
cannot come at the cost of constitutional liberties," Acosta said. 
"Religious discrimination has no place in American schools." 

In its complaint, the government said the school district violated 
the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment, which it said 
bars states from applying dress codes in a discriminatory manner. 
The government asked to have the dress code policy revised. 

The government court filing said Nashala was allowed to return to 
school wearing her hijab at the conclusion of the second 
suspension while the school district considered whether to re-
evaluate its policy. 

The school maintains that Nashala remains in violation of the 
dress code and is subject to further suspension at any time. 
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In its motion to intervene, the government sought to assure the 
court that its move would in no way delay the private case brought 
by the family. 

The government said it might want to depose additional witnesses 
in the four months remaining for the parties to complete 
discovery. 

There are more than six months before the trial is scheduled to 
begin in Muskogee, seat of the Eastern District of Oklahoma. 

Last year, a Florida judge rejected a woman's request to have her 
face covered by a veil for her state driver's license photograph. 

The woman, a Muslim, argued that a state order to remove her veil 
infringed on her religious beliefs. 

Judaism Case File:  

 
 

Prompt: 
After researching the informational articles on whether Orthodox Jews should be required to serve in 
the military, write a persuasive essay that argues your position. Support your position with evidence 

from your research. Be sure to acknowledge competing viewpoints. 
 

Directions: Active read the articles. 
1. Circle Big names (Important People) 

2. Underline Logos (Facts and Numbers) 
3. Put a star next to Pathos (Getting people to feel a certain way) 

 

Article 1: 
 
 

Mara Truslow � 1/2/2015 12:17 AM
Comment [34]: This	  is	  the	  more	  complex	  
case	  file	  that	  students	  who	  have	  a	  stronger	  
grasp	  of	  writing	  and	  strong	  analytical	  skills	  
should	  use.	  	  
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In Israel, a country where citizens serve a mandatory military 
service of two to three years, the exemption of some is a topic of 
heated debate. That debate is even fiercer now that Israel's 
Supreme Court has denied a law that excused ultra-Orthodox 
(traditional) Jews from serving in the military. 
 
The decision highlights growing tensions between the religious and 
secular (not religious) elements of Israeli society. As the ultra-
Orthodox population continues to grow, many are asking what part 
they will play in the Jewish state. 
 
It's raining heavily on an Israeli military base just outside Tel 
Aviv (in Israel). It's a sprawling site where new recruits to the 
Israeli military report for duty. 
 
This week, the base was packed after the semi-annual conscription 
(mandatory military service) order was issued. Zehava Engel braved 
the rain to bring her nephew, who's to become a combat soldier. 
She couldn't help noticing the lack of ultra-Orthodox recruits. 
 
"Everyone should be enlisting, including the ultra-Orthodox," she 
said. "I don't care what kind of service they do. They live in 
this country; they need to contribute, too." 
 
Engel says she's furious that many in Israel are given special 
treatment, while she, her daughters and the rest of their family 
are compelled to enlist (join the military). 
 
The Tal Law, which was denied last Tuesday, granted exemptions to 
tens of thousands of ultra-Orthodox, but failed — according to the 
court — to find alternative means for them to contribute to the 
state. 
 
Shmuel Jakobovits, an ultra-Orthodox rabbi who lives in a 
Jerusalem suburb, says he's not surprised the law was a failure. 
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He says the ultra-Orthodox see their role through prayer, not 
military service. 
 
"What is primary remains the study of Torah. If we focus only on 
military defense and the like," he says, "we may go the way of 
most nations of the world who have thrived for a time and then 
disappeared." 
 
While secular (not religious) citizens see army service and other 
duties as crucial to the protection of the state, Jacobovits says 
the ultra-Orthodox believe their devotion and way of life is what 
protects the state, through the intervention of God. 
 
It's a view that many Israelis reject. 
 
Jakobovits sees the problem. He says that as the ultra-Othodox 
community grows, it will have to find a compromise. 
 
"You can't be a true majority without dealing with the defense of 
the country," he says. 
 
Some ultra-Orthodox rabbis have suggested that their population 
can serve in the military if they are assigned to special, male-
only bases, where they can continue to live according to their 
strict religious code. Secular (non-religious Israelis, however, 
have rallied against the idea, calling it special treatment. 
 
At one rally, held in a northern Israeli high school, student 
demonstrators chant that Israel should be one state for all 
citizens. They are against all exemptions, including those for 
Arab citizens of Israel and conscientious objectors, as well as 
the ultra-Orthodox. 
 
In a speech last week, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu promised 
to work out a compromise with the religious parties in his 
government. His opponents say he is surrendering to the ultra-
Orthodox and will continue to give them exemptions. His supporters 
say he's determined to find a way forward. 
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Article 2: 
 

 
 
Israel's cabinet (branch of government) approved a draft law on 
Sunday to abolish wholesale exemptions from military duty granted 
to Jewish seminary students, stoking ultra-Orthodox anger over the 
break with tradition. 
Most Israeli men and women are called up for military service for 
up to three years when they turn 18, and often see active service 
in the West Bank and other military zones. 
 
But ultra-Orthodox men studying in seminaries, religious women and 
Arab citizens of Israel have been exempted since the Jewish state 
was formed in 1948. 
 
Under the proposed law, only 1,800 of those students, designated 
"outstanding biblical scholars", would get an exemption, out of 
the estimated 8,000 who become eligible for the draft every year. 
 
"The government's abuse of the orthodox minority verges on 
cruelty," Meir Porush, an ultra-Orthodox legislator from the 
opposition United Torah Judaism party, said about the cabinet's 
decision. 
 
Ultra-Orthodox rabbis say the study of the holy scriptures is a 
foundation of Jewish life and scholars have a right to devote 
themselves full time to the task. 
 
"This is a stain on the State of Israel, which has become the only 
country in the world to determine that studying the Scriptures is 
not legitimate," another United Torah Judaism legislator, Moshe 
Gafni, told reporters. 
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Changing the so-called secular-religious status quo in Israel has 
carried significant political risk in the past for its coalition 
governments, which have often relied on the support of ultra-
Orthodox partners. 
 
Two months ago, some 30,000 Orthodox Jews in traditional black 
garb rallied to rabbis' calls against conscription reform and 
protested outside a military recruitment center in Jerusalem. 
 
While leaders of the Orthodox Jewish community have pledged more 
demonstrations against the legislation, an ultra-Orthodox backlash 
currently poses little danger to the government's survival. 
 
Hoping to avoid any immediate confrontation, the government agreed 
to delay any sanctions against draft-dodgers by imposing a four-
year interim period in which the military will encourage young 
Bible scholars to enlist. 
 
"We will make this change gradually through consideration for the 
special needs of the ultra-Orthodox community," Netanyahu (Prime 
Minister) said in public remarks at the cabinet meeting, where 
ministers voted 14-0, to approve the proposed law. 
 
Some 3,500 Orthodox Jews already serve in the military, and a 
recent study by the Economy Ministry found that 70 percent of 
ultra-Orthodox soldiers entered the workforce after they completed 
their service.  
 
Orthodox Jews make up 10 percent of Israel's eight million 
population and they are expanding rapidly, with families of 10 
children not uncommon. 
 
The draft legislation, which will be brought to parliament for 
ratification, would be implemented fully in four years' time. 
 

Article 3: 
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Name: 
 

Unit of Study: Persuasive Writing Assignment: World Religions Essay 
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Note to Scholars: Do not skip any sections. Read all directions. You are in CHARGE 
of your LEARNING. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WRITING PROCESS: 

Pre-Writing 
 

Part A: Purpose of a Persuasive Essay 
Directions: Read the article below about the purpose and uses of persuasion and 
answer the questions below on your own. 
Time: 20 Minutes  

 
                  

Active read the article.  
1. Underline information about the purpose of persuasion. 

2. Circle key terms. 
 

PERSUASION: AN INTRODUCTION 
By Ms. Truslow 

 
It is the job of the author to convince the reader of a certain viewpoint, or CLAIM. 
The writer stands up for or against and issue. 
 
Being a persuasive writer is like being a lawyer arguing a case before a jury. A 
lawyer conducts research on their case, carefully crafts a claim, completes 
additional research weeding out unreliable sources, and finally presents that 
information.  
 
Persuasive writing requires more research and planning that writing. Imagine an 
architect designing a skyscraper. He must spend time determining if the structure is 

November 4, 2013 
TODAY’s AGENDA: 
* Read Case Files 
*What is Reliable? 
*Outlining Step 1 
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sound before he or she can begin building. If the architect just decided to build 
without a plan, the building would come crashing down. Planning the argument is 
like an architect carefully mapping out the plans for a building.      
 
You read some kind of persuasive writing every day. It is in advertising, editorials, 
blogs, and political speeches. To be successful in life, you must be able to carefully 
craft persuasive arguments. As an advertiser, a copywriter, a sportscaster, or a 
doctor, you have to convince others with the most compelling and unique 
argument.    
 

Questions: 
 
1. What is the purpose of persuasion? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. In what profession do you think persuasion is most important? Why? (You don’t 
have to cite one of the professions listed above? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What is more important in persuasion: the research or the writing? Why? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part B: Read your Case File 
Directions: You picked up the case file for you topic at the back of the room. 
Spend 30 minutes active reading the articles.    
Time: 30 Minutes  

 
You have three articles in your case file. Read each article and follow the directions to 

effectively active read for the toolbox of persuasion. 
 

Tools of Persuasion 
Big Names Important people who make your argument 

convincing.  
Ex: In a brief on education, President Obama said 
it is imperative to limit school to five days per week 
because of funding.  

Logos Facts and numbers. AKA statistics or 
evidence.  
Ex: A study conducted at Stanford University 
indicated that students needs two full days of rest 
after five days of learning.  

Pathos Getting people to feel a certain way through 
your writing: happy, sad, mad 
Ex: Take JoAnna for example. She studies twelve 
hours a day, works a part time job, and takes care 
of her little brother. She needs at least two days off.    

 
Directions: Active read the articles. 

1. Circle Big names (Important People) 
2. Underline Logos (Facts and Numbers) 

3. Put a star next to Pathos (Getting people to feel a certain way) 
 

Part C: Research Reliability 
Directions: Read the information below about what is means for a source to be 
reliable. Then, fill in the boxes to determine which of the sources from your case file 
are reliable.   
Time: 15 Minutes  

 
Not everything you find on the Internet about a topic is reliable. Reliable means it is 
good in quality and can be trusted. Anyone in the world can make a website and 
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put information on it. You can’t trust just anyone who posts information on the 
Internet. 

 

Reliability Chart 
Factors to 
Consider 

Least Reliable Most Reliable  

Type of Source Unfamiliar Website Official websites and 
academic journals 

Author’s 
Background 

Uncredited  Expert in the Field 

Date Published None Recently Revised 
Citations No Citations Sources Cited 
How they got the 
information? 

They made it up First hand information, 
checking other sources 

 

 
Examples 

Reliable Not Reliable 
Books Blogs 
Newspapers Tweets 
Magazines Personal Websites 
Library Databases  Comments on an article 
University Research  Opinionated articles/ Editorials 

Add a Reliable Source: 
 
 

Add an Unreliable Source: 
 
 
 

 
 

When looking at a source, ask yourself the following questions to 
determine if it is reliable! 

 
1. Does the information make sense? 

 
2. Who is the publisher/ author? Have I heard of them before? 

 
3. Was the source printed recently (in the last year?) 

 
4. Do other sources about the topic provide similar information? 

 

If your answer to all these questions is YES, then it is reliable! 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
Go back to your case file and answer these questions about each source. Your 

goal is to determine which source is unreliable. 
 
Article 1: 
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1. Does the information make sense? Why? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Who is the publisher/ author? Have I heard of them before? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Was the source printed recently (in the last year)? Write the date it was 
published. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Do other sources about the topic provide similar information? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Circle One:    Reliable  Not Reliable 
 
Article 2: 
 
1. Does the information make sense? Why? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Who is the publisher/ author? Have I heard of them before? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Was the source printed recently (in the last year)? Write the date it was 
published. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Do other sources about the topic provide similar information? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Circle One:    Reliable  Not Reliable 
 
Article 3: 
 
1. Does the information make sense? Why? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Who is the publisher/ author? Have I heard of them before? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Was the source printed recently (in the last year)? Write the date it was 
published. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Do other sources about the topic provide similar information? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Circle One:    Reliable  Not Reliable 
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Unit Reflection  
 Creating this unit was especially important as we make the transition to Common Core. I 
found a literary design collaborative that has spent the last two years researching how to implement 
Common Core aligned research prompts. I designed the prompts based on the Common Core 
standards and the controversies are closely tied to the content the 7th graders are learning in social 
studies. I am proud of the research that I did in preparation for this unit and to ensure scholars were 
working with authentic texts. I ended up piecing together information from Write Source, Read 
Write Think, Plagiarizing.org, and other website that provided models of persuasive writing.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


