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Name: 
 

Date:  

Directions: Read the notes, annotate/highlight the most important information, 
analyze the exemplar, and complete the practice. 
	  

Resource Binder 
SS.3 

 
Definition of Sentence Combining:  
Sentences should be combined for clarity in a piece of 
writing. The most challenging aspect of combining 
sentences is determining when to do it.  

ü A compound sentence with a 
coordinating conjunction includes 2 or more independent clauses 
and must have a semicolon or coordinating conjunction.  

ü Dependent clauses link a complex idea to another clause. 
ü Appositive phrases can be used to combine sentences using fewer 

words. 
 
Steps:  
 

Just the Right Length: 
1. Read through your paper and identify sentences in the same 

paragraph that have repetitive information.  
2. Decide which of the three methods you want to use to combine sentences: 
- Compound sentences should be used when you have two similar or 
interrelated ideas. 
- A dependent clause should be added to a clause if the two ideas show a 
cause/effect relationship. 
- Appositive phrases can be added after a noun for further description to 
eliminate a sentence with only descriptive information.  
3. Combine sentences and repeat these steps for each paragraph.  
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Important Information:  
ü When revising, not every sentence needs to be combined. This method 

is to add clarity to writing and ensure ideas are connected.  
 
Exemplar:  
 
Compound Sentence with Coordinating Conjunction Combination: 
Before: He studied biology. He learned how to draw animals accurately.    
After: He studied biology and he learned how to draw animals accurately. 
Why: The two thoughts are interrelated. The sentence describes the subject 
he learned and the reason what he learned.    
 
Dependent Clause Combination: 
Before: William Clark did not have a Captain rank before the expedition. 
Captain Lewis treated Clark like a Captain.  
After: Even though Clark did not officially have a Captain rank before the 
expedition, Lewis treated Clark like a Captain. 
Why: Combining the sentences here is important because it shows that the 
two independent clauses have a cause/effect relationship.  
 
Appositive Sentence Combination:  
Before: Sacagawea, who was one of the Indian wives of Charbonneau, who 
was a French fur trader, accompanied the expedition as a translator.   
After: Sacagawea, one of the wives of the French fur trader Charbonneau, 
accompanied the expedition as a translator.  
Why: Using an appositive phrase makes the sentence much simpler and the 
content is clearer.  
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Practice:  
 
Directions: Combine the following sentences using the strategy indicated in the question.   
    
Combine sentences with a coordinating conjunction.  
1. She was unhappy with the draft of her paper. She thought she needed to 
work on combining her sentences for clarity.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Combine sentences with a subordinating clause. 
2. He was unhappy with the draft of his paper. He decided to have a 
conference with Ms. Truslow to talk about how he could improve.   
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Combine sentences with an appositive phrase. 
3. Ms. Truslow, who is a teacher at Nashville Prep, that is a charter school, 
teacher writing.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________  
	  


