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Name: 
 

Date:  

Directions: Read the notes, annotate/highlight the most important information, 
analyze the exemplar, and complete the practice. 
	  

Resource Binder 
SS.4 

 
Definition of Run-On Sentences:  
1) A run-on sentence is two independent clauses 
without punctuation. 2) A run-on can also be a 
sentence that is grammatically correct but needs to be 
broken apart because there are too many ideas in the 
sentence.   

 
Steps:  
 

Punctuate those Run-Ons:  
1. Determine run-on sentences in your paper by identifying any 

compound sentences have two independent clauses without punctuation. 
2. After identifying, determine if the two clauses are connected thoughts. If so, 
insert a semicolon. 
3. If the sentence includes two independent clauses that are not interrelated, 
separate into two sentences. 

 
Break Apart X-Long Sentences: 

1. If there are more than two clauses in a sentence, break the sentence apart.  
2. Determine the main ideas in the run-on sentence. 
3. Rewrite the sentence if it is repetitive. 
4. Break the sentence apart into separate independent clauses if there are 
many ideas.    
 
Important Information:  
ü When choosing between using a semi-colon and breaking the sentence 

into two separate sentences, break it apart. Two sentences add clarity 
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to writing. A semicolon should only be used if the sentences are closely 
related.  

 
Exemplar:  
 
Punctuate a Run-On: 
Before: Carmen loved traveling in Italy she felt Rome was too hot. 
After: Carmen loved traveling in Italy; however, she felt Rome was too hot. 
After: Carmen loved traveling in Italy. However, she felt Rome was too hot.  
Why: Either “After” choice is technically correct.  
 
Break Apart X-Long Sentences: 
Before: At one time, few people had enough money to buy books, but things 
have changed since the cost of publishing books has decreased dramatically, 
so now most people can afford to have a library in their homes.  
After: At one time, few people had enough money to buy books. However, 
the cost of publishing books has decreased dramatically in the last hundred 
years. Now, people can afford to have a library in their homes. 
Why: Even though the first sentence is technically grammatically correct, the 
sentence is too long to understand and needs to be broken apart.  
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Practice:  
 
Directions: Correct the following run-on sentences using the strategies above. Write your 
responses on the lines below.    
    
1. She was unhappy with the draft of her paper she thought she needed to 
work on combining her sentences for clarity.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. He was unhappy with the draft of his paper, so he decided to have a 
conference with Ms. Truslow to talk about how he could improve, but he was 
nervous about having a conference because he had never worked on revising 
his writing.  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
	  
	  


