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Directions: Read the notes, annotate/highlight the most important information, 
analyze the exemplar, and complete the practice. 
	  

Resource Binder 
WC.3 

 
Definition of Word Choice by Genre:  
Word choice should vary depending on the genre. 
Creative writing allows for more a more personal 
and descriptive vocabulary while persuasive writing 
requires precise language.    

ü Formal Language: The words that are most suitable for the purpose of 
the writing and the audience.   

ü Informal Language: Slang and other expressions that you wouldn’t use 
with Mr. G or any other authority figure.   

 
Steps:  
 

Choosing Appropriate Genre Words 
1. Determine what genre you are writing in. (Genres are 

different types of writing like fiction and persuasive writing). 
 
2. Does that genre require formal or informal language?  
 
3. Should the language be specific or general? 
 
4. How will you modify your writing to fit the genre? Look at the definitions of 
formal vs. informal language above.   
- When writing in formal language, do not use the first person, or “I” 
statements. You should write from the third person, to show that you are an 
expert on the subject. 

(Need more information about these steps? See WC.3) 
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Important Information:  
ü Look to the chart below to determine what type of words you should 

use for each genre.  
Genre Types of Words 

Personal Narrative Formal Language except when 
quoting experiences that include 
slang.   

Persuasive Essay  Formal language that is specific to 
your audience. 

Short Story  Formal or Informal language 
depending on the characters.  

Expository Writing  Formal language specific to your 
audience.  

Poetry  Formal or Informal Language 
depending on what you are writing 
about and your voice. 

 
Exemplar:  
 
Choosing Appropriate Words for Genre: 

For a Persuasive Essay on Benefits of Space Travel 
Exemplar: 
Last year, Neil Armstrong, the first man on the moon, died at the age of 82. 
Before traveling to the moon, he had a career in aeronautical engineering, 
which convinced NASA that he was qualified for space travel.  
Non-Exemplar:  
Neil Armstrong was an amazing guy. Even though I never got to meet him, I 
would have loved to chill with him at my house.    
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Practice:  
 
Directions: Re-Write the following sentences using formal language. 
    
1. College should be free because I can’t pay for it; it’s way too expensive. I 
think the government should make it free for all students because I know too 
many people who can’t find the dollars to pay for school.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Barack Obama became President of the US in 2008, which was awesome 
because I got to stay up late and watch it on TV. He’s doing another term in 
office, which is cool because I like watching his speeches.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


