
Descriptions of TN Ready Item Types for ELA 

Item Type Description Example Scoring 
Approximate 
Percentage of 

Total Score Points 

Writing Tasks 

A writing task is based on one or 
more passages provided to 
students. The task is a question to 
which students respond by writing 
an essay, report, explanation, 
letter, etc., using evidence from the 
passages. Students type their 
response into the space provided. 

Please see “Draft Descriptions of TN 
Ready Writing Types” following this 
document for more details. 

Write a 1 – 3 paragraph explanation of how animals use 
their bodies to sense the world around them. Your 
explanation must be based on ideas and information that 
can be found in the “Animals Senses” set. 

Manage your time carefully so you can 
• Plan
• Write
• Revise
• Edit

Type your answer in the space provided. 

Responses to 
writing tasks are 
hand scored by 
trained readers 
using grade 
appropriate scoring 
rubrics. It is worth 
24 points. 

25-30% 

Technology 
Enhanced 

A Technology Enhanced item 
requires the student to perform an 
interaction to respond to the 
question.  

This interaction may include, but 
may not be limited to: 
• moving blocks of text
• selecting text

These items are 
machine scored. 
They have 1-3 
correct answers 
and are worth 1-2 
points each, 
depending on the 
complexity of the 
item. Partial credit 

20-30% 
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• using a drop down menu
• matching text in two columns
• ordering blocks of text

Note that items assessing 
conventions are technology-
enhanced. Students either choose 
the correct response from a drop-
down menu or type the correct 
response into a box  

may be given. 

Multiple Choice 

A Multiple Choice item includes 
these components: 
• Stem – the statement or

question to which the student 
responds 

• Graphic (in some items) – e.g.,
illustration, diagram, table, map 

• Options –the answer choices,
including correct answer and 
distractors 

These items are 
machine scored. 
They have only one 
correct answer and 
are worth 1 point 
each. No partial 
credit is given.  

25-25% 

Multiple Select A Multiple Select item includes the 
components listed above.  

These items are 
machine-scored. 
They have more 
than one correct 
answer and are 
worth 1-2 points 
each, depending on 
the complexity of 
the item. Partial 
credit may be 
given. 

5-10% 
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Evidence-Based 
Selected- 
Response 

This is a two part multiple-choice 
question: 

Typically students are asked to 
select a correct statement about 
the text in Part A. Then, in Part B, 
students  choose one or more 
pieces of textual evidence to 
support the correct answer to Part 
A.  

These items are 
machine-scored. 
They have one 
correct answer in 
each part and are 
worth 1-2 points 
each, depending on 
the complexity of 
the item.  

10-20% 
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